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1. *Give 2 things that are heard by an anchor wearing an IFB. 

a) Under normal conditions, it carries the audio of the news program heard by the 
television audience. 

b) It can also be used by the producer to break into the IFB feed and speak directly to 
the anchor who is on the air live. 

 
2. *List & describe the 5 main types of story formats. 

a) Reader- an anchor simply reads aloud from the teleprompter. (Audience only sees 
the anchor, no video support.) 

b) VO- voice over story that incorporates B-roll video rolled in from the control room, in 
addition to the script read by the anchor. 

c) VO-SOT- voiceover-sound on tape. A type of story that is one step higher in 
complexity than a VO. The audience sees B-roll video and hears the anchor reading 
from the teleprompter, followed by footage of a person in the story speaking (SOT), 
while the anchor is quiet. 

d) Packages- a story that is shot and edited BEFORE the newscast. A complete story unit 
that can be inserted into the live program at any time the producer chooses. Usually 1 
½ - 2 minutes long, with a beginning, middle and end. 

Live Shot- A news story that is introduced by an anchor and delivered through a live feed 
by a reporter on location. 

 
3. *What is another name for SOT, (where audio or a voice is included with the video B-roll.)   
 A sound bite. 
 
4. *Why is a news package called a “package?”  Because the beginning, middle and end of the story 
 are neatly tied together to create a complete packet—the story can stand alone. 
 
5. *What is the typical length of a news package? 1½ -2 minutes 
 
6. What are the major differences between: 
 a) extended package- 2-4 minutes in length 
 b) news package- covers hard news and current events 
 c) news feature package- covers soft news story connected to current events 
 d) personality feature- a human interest story which focuses on one person 
 
7.  *a) What is a stand up? Footage in a package depicting the reporter standing in front of the 
  camera speaking directly to viewers from the location of a story 
 *b) When does it occur in a package? It may be used at the beginning, middle, or at the end 
  of a package story 
 *c) What is its purpose?  To establish to the audience that the news team was actually at 
  the location to cover the story, or to demonstrate action relevant to the story 
  
8.  *a) What does TRT stand for?  Total Running Time 

*b) Why is it important? Packages must be edited to an exact time to fit into the newscast. 
  Care must be taken to “ethically” edit and represent the context of sound bites  
  accurately and truthfully. 
 
9. *What is an outro?  The closing at the end of a story. Usually something like “Back to you Jim, 
 “ and/or includes the reporter’s name and station affiliation. 
 
10. Give at least 2 reasons why students should NOT be attempting to do Investigative Report packages 
 in high school. 
 Can be physically and legally dangerous. 


